
 

In Praise of DependenW OriginaWion 

WriWWen b\ Lama Tsongkapab 

 
Homage to m\ gXrX, ManjXghosa. 
 
1. 
He Zho speaks on the basis of seeing, 
This make him a knoZer and teacher Xne[celled, 
I boZ to \oX, O ConqXeror, \oX Zho saZ 
Dependent origination and taXght it. 
 
2. 
WhateYer degenerations there are in the Zorld, 
The root of all these is ignorance; 
YoX taXght that it is dependent origination, 
The seeing of Zhich Zill Xndo this ignorance. 
 
3. 
So hoZ can an intelligent person 
Not comprehend that this path 
Of dependent origination is 
The essential point of \oXr teaching? 
 
4. 
This being so, Zho Zill find, O SaYior, 
A more ZonderfXl Za\ to praise \oX 
Than [to praise \oX] for haYing taXght 
This origination throXgh dependence? 
 
5. 
"WhatsoeYer eYer depends on conditions, 
That is deYoid of intrinsic e[istence." 
What e[cellent instrXction can there be 
More ama]ing than this statement? 
 
6. 
B\ grasping at it the childish 
Strengthen bondage to e[treme YieZs; 
For the Zise this Yer\ fact is the doorZa\ 
To cXt free from the net of elaborations. 
 
 
 

 



 

7. 
Since this teaching is not seen elseZhere, 
YoX alone are the "Teacher;" 
Like calling fo[ a lion, for a Tirthika 
It ZoXld be a Zord of flatter\. 
 
8. 
WondroXs teacher! WondroXs refXge! 
WondroXs speaker! WondroXs saYior! 
I pa\ homage to that teacher 
Who taXght Zell dependent origination. 
 
9. 
To help heal sentient beings, 
O Benefactor, \oX haYe taXght 
The peerless reason to ascertain 
Emptiness, the heart of the teaching. 
 
10. 
This Za\ of dependent origination, 
Those Zho perceiYe it 
As contradictor\ or as Xnestablished, 
HoZ can the\ comprehend \oXr s\stem? 
 
11. 
For \oX, Zhen one sees emptiness 
In terms of the meaning of dependent origination 
Then being deYoid of intrinsic e[istence and 
Possessing Yalid fXnctions do not contradict. 
 
12. 
Whereas Zhen one sees the opposite, 
Since there can be no fXnction in emptiness 
Nor emptiness in Zhat has fXnctions, 
One falls into a dreadfXl ab\ss, \oX maintain. 
 
13. 
Therefore in \oXr teaching 
Seeing dependent origination is hailed; 
That too not as an Xtter non-e[istence 
Nor as an intrinsic e[istence. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
14. 
The non-contingent is like a sk\ floZer, 
Hence there is nothing that is not dependent. 
If things e[ist throXgh their essence, their dependence on 
CaXses and conditions for their e[istence is a contradiction. 
 
15. 
"Therefore since no phenomena e[ist 
Other than origination throXgh dependence, 
No phenomena e[ist other than 
Being deYoid of intrinsic e[istence," \oX taXght. 
 
 16. 
"BecaXse intrinsic natXre cannot be negated, 
If phenomena possess some intrinsic natXre, 
NirYana ZoXld become impossible 
And elaborations coXld not be cease," \oX taXght, 
 
17. 
Therefore Zho coXld challenge \oX? 
YoX Zho proclaim Zith lion's roar 
In the assembl\ of learned ones repeatedl\ 
That eYer\thing is Xtterl\ free of intrinsic natXre? 
 
18. 
That there is no intrinsic e[istence at all 
And that all fXnctions as "this arising 
In dependence on that," Zhat need is there to sa\ 
That these tZo conYerge ZithoXt conflict? 
 
19. 
"It is throXgh the reason of dependent origination 
That one does not lean toZards an e[treme;" 
That \oX'Ye declared this e[cellentl\ is the reason, 
O SaYior, of \oXr being an Xne[celled speaker. 
 
20. 
"All of this is deYoid of essence," 
And "From this arises that effect"-- 
These tZo certainties complement 
Each other Zith no contradiction at all. 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
21. 
What is more ama]ing than this? 
What is more marYeloXs than this? 
If one praises \oX in this manner, 
This is real praise, otherZise not. 
 
22. 
Being enslaYed b\ ignorance 
Those Zho fiercel\ oppose \oX, 
What is so astonishing aboXt their being 
Unable to bear the soXnd of no intrinsic e[istence? 
 
23. 
BXt haYing accepted dependent origination, 
The precioXs treasXre of \oXr speech, 
Then not tolerating the roar of emptiness- 
This I find ama]ing indeed! 
 
 
24. 
The door that leads to no intrinsic e[istence, 
This Xne[celled [door of] dependent origination, 
ThroXgh its name alone, if one grasps 
At intrinsic e[istence, noZ this person 
 
25. 
Who lacks the XnriYalled entrance, 
Well traYelled b\ the Noble Ones, 
B\ Zhat means shoXld one gXide him 
To the e[cellent path that pleases \oX? 
 
26. 
Intrinsic natXre, Xncreated and non-contingent, 
Dependent origination, contingent and created- 
HoZ can these tZo conYerge 
Upon a single basis ZithoXt contradiction? 
 
27. 
Therefore ZhateYer originates dependentl\, 
ThroXgh primordiall\ free of intrinsic e[istence, 
Appears as if it does [possess intrinsic e[istence]; 
So \oX taXght all this to be illXsion-like. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
28. 
ThroXgh this Yer\ fact I Xnderstand Zell 
The statement that b\ Zhat \oX haYe taXght 
Those opponents Zho challenge \oX, 
Cannot find faXlts that accord Zith reason. 
 
29. 
Wh\ is this so? BecaXse b\ declaring these 
Chances for reification and denigration 
ToZards things seen and Xnseen 
Are made most remote. 
 
30. 
ThroXgh this Yer\ path of dependent origination, 
The rationale for \oX speech being peerless, 
ConYictions arise in me [also] 
That \oXr other Zords are Yalid too. 
 
31. 
YoX Zho speak e[cellentl\ b\ seeing as it is, 
For those Zho train in \oXr footsteps, 
All degenerations Zill become remote; 
For the root of all faXlts Zill be Xndone. 
 
32. 
BXt those Zho tXrn aZa\ from \oXr teaching, 
ThoXgh the\ ma\ strXggle Zith hardship for a long time, 
FaXlts increase eYer more as if being called forth; 
For the\ make firm the YieZ of self. 
 
33. 
Aha! When the Zise comprehend 
The differences betZeen these tZo, 
Wh\ ZoXld the\ not at that point 
ReYere \oX from the depths of their being? 
 
34. 
Let alone \oXr nXmeroXs teachings, 
EYen in the meaning of small part, 
Those Zho find ascertainment in a cXrsor\ Za\, 
This brings sXpreme bliss to them as Zell. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
35. 
Alas! M\ mind Zas defeated b\ ignorance; 
ThoXgh I'Ye soXght refXge for a long time, 
In sXch an embodiment of e[cellence, 
I possess not a fraction of his qXalities. 
 
36. 
Nonetheless, before the stream of this life 
FloZing toZards death has come to cease 
That I haYe foXnd slight faith in \oX--- 
EYen this I think is fortXnate. 
 
37. 
Among teachers, the teacher of dependent origination, 
Amongst Zisdoms, the knoZledge of dependent origination-- 
YoX, Zho're most e[cellent like the kings in the Zorlds, 
KnoZ this perfectl\ Zell, not others. 
 
38. 
All that \oX haYe taXght 
Proceeds b\ Za\ of dependent origination; 
That too is done for the sake of nirYana; 
YoX haYe no deeds that do not bring peace. 
 
39. 
Alas! YoXr teaching is sXch, 
On ZhosoeYer's ears it falls, 
The\ all attain peace; so Zho ZoXld not be 
HonoXred to Xphold \oXr teaching? 
 
40. 
It oYercomes all opposing challenges; 
It's free from contradictions betZeen earlier and latter parts; 
It grants fXlfillment of beings' tZo aims- 
For this s\stem m\ jo\ increases eYer more. 
 
41. 
For its sake \oX haYe giYen aZa\, 
Again and again oYer coXntless eons, 
Sometimes \oXr bod\, at others \oXr life, 
As Zell as \oXr loYing kin and resoXrces of Zealth. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
42. 
Seeing the qXalities of this teaching 
PXlls [hard] from \oXr heart, 
JXst like Zhat a hook does to a fish; 
Sad it is not to haYe heard it from \oX. 
 
43. 
The intensit\ of that sorroZ 
Does not let go of m\ mind, 
JXst like the mind of a mother 
[Constantl\] goes after her dear child. 
 
44-45. 
Here too, as I reflect on \oXr Zords, I think, 
"Bla]ing Zith the glor\ of noble marks 
And halloZed in a net of light ra\s, 
This teacher, in a Yoice of pristine melod\, 
Spoke thXs in sXch a Za\." 
The instant sXch a reflection of the Sage's form 
Appears in m\ mind it soothes me, 
JXst as the moon-ra\s heal feYer's pains. 
 
46. 
This e[cellent s\stem, most marYelloXs, 
Some indiYidXals Zho are not so learned 
HaYe entangled it in Xtter confXsion, 
JXst like the tangled balba]a grass. 
 
47. 
Seeing this sitXation, I stroYe 
With a mXltitXde of efforts 
To folloZ after the learned ones 
And soXght \oXr intention again and again. 
 
48. 
At sXch times as I stXdied the nXmeroXs Zorks 
Of both BXddhist and non-BXddhist schools, 
M\ mind became tormented eYer more 
Constantl\ b\ a netZork of doXbts. 
 

 



 

49. 
The night-lil\ groYe of NagarjXna's treatises -- 
NagarjXna Zhom \oX prophesi]ed 
WoXld XnraYel \oXr Xne[celled Yehicle as it is, 
ShXnning e[tremes of e[istence and non-e[istence -- 
 
50. 
IllXminated b\ the garland of Zhite lights 
Of Candra's Zell-Xttered insights -- 
Candra, Zhose stainless Zisdom orb is fXll, 
Who glides freel\ across scriptXres' space, 
 
51. 
Who dispels the darkness of e[tremist hearts 
And Zho oXtshines the constellations of false speakers-- 
When, throXgh m\ teacher's kindness, I saZ this 
M\ mind foXnd a rest at last. 
 
52. 
Of all \oXr deeds, \oXr speech is sXpreme; 
Within that too it is this Yer\ speech; 
So the Zise shoXld remember the BXddha 
ThroXgh this [teaching of dependent origination]. 
 
53. 
FolloZing sXch a teacher and haYing become a renXnciate, 
HaYing stXdied the ConqXeror's Zords not too poorl\, 
This monk Zho striYes in the \ogic practices, 
SXch is [the depth of ] his reYerence to the great Seer! 
 
54. 
Since it is dXe to m\ teacher's kindness 
I haYe met Zith the teaching of the Xne[celled teacher, 
I dedicate this YirtXe too toZards the caXse 
For all beings to be sXstained b\ sXblime spiritXal mentors. 
 
55. 
Ma\ the teaching of this Beneficent One till Zorld's end 
Be Xnshaken b\ the Zinds of eYil thoXghts; 
Ma\ it alZa\s be filled Zith those Zho find conYiction 
In the teacher b\ Xnderstanding the teaching's trXe natXre. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

56. 
Ma\ I neYer falter eYen for an instant 
To Xphold the e[cellent Za\ of the Sage, 
Which illXminates the principle of dependent origination, 
ThroXgh all m\ births eYen giYing aZa\ m\ bod\ and life. 
 
57 
Ma\ I spend da\ and night carefXll\ reflecting, 
"B\ Zhat means can I enhance 
This teaching achieYed b\ the sXpreme saYior 
ThroXgh strenXoXs efforts oYer coXntless eons?´ 
 
58. 
As I striYe in this Zith pXre intentions, 
Ma\ Brahma, Indra and the Zorld's gXardians 
And Protectors sXch as Mahakala 
UnsZerYingl\, alZa\s assist me. 
 
 
Translated from the Tibetan b\ Geshe ThXpten Jinpa. This translation has been prepared 
specificall\ for His Holiness the Dalai Lama's teaching on the te[t prepared specificall\ for His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama's teaching on the te[t schedXled for April 2007, Zhich is being 
sponsored b\ the G\Xto Vajra\ana Center San Jose, California, USA. 
 

 


